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Week Ending Friday, August 24, 1990 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Treatment of Foreign Nationals 
in Iraq and Kuwait 


August 18, 1990 


On several occasions since the Iraqi inva- 
sion and subsequent occupation of Kuwait, 
the President has stated publicly his interest 
in the well-being of American citizens and 
all foreign nationals in both Iraq and 
Kuwait. The President thus views yester- 
day’s statement by the Speaker of Iraq’s Na- 
tional Assembly [Sadi Mahdi], that Iraq will 
“play host to the citizens of these aggressive 
nations as long as Iraq remains threatened 
with an aggressive war,” to be totally unac- 
ceptable. He is deeply troubled by the indi- 
cation that Iraqi authorities intend to relo- 
cate these individuals within Iraq against 
their will. The President is also deeply con- 
cerned about today’s announcement by the 
Government of Iraq that foreign nationals 
may not have access to adequate quantities 
of food. 

The use of innocent civilians as pawns to 
promote what Iraq sees to be its self-inter- 
est is contrary to international law and, 
indeed, to all accepted norms of interna- 
tional conduct. We urge that Iraq immedi- 
ately reconsider its refusal to allow any for- 
eign national desiring to leave to do so 
without delay or condition. We would also 
hope that Iraq would take note of yester- 
day’s statement by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil President expressing the Council’s con- 
cern and anxiety over the situation of for- 
eign nationals in Iraq and Kuwait and call- 
ing upon the Secretary-General [Javier 
Perez de Cuellar de la Guerra] to take all 
appropriate steps. The United States in- 
tends to consult with other governments 
with citizens being held in Iraq and Kuwait 
to determine what additional measures 
ought to be taken. 


Statement on Signing the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990 


August 18, 1990 


I am today signing into law H.R. 1465, 
the “Oil Pollution Act of 1990.” In May 
1989 the Administration sent its compre- 
hensive oil pollution liability and compensa- 
tion legislation to the Congress in the wake 
of the worst marine environmental disaster 
this Nation has ever experienced. During 
this disaster 11 million gallons of oil spilled 
into the waters of Prince William Sound, 
Alaska. Since then, California, the Gulf of 
Mexico, the Mid-Atlantic, and New England 
have suffered serious oil spills. 

In most respects, the Oil Pollution Act of 
1990 is a responsible piece of legislation. 
Most important, the prevention, response, 
liability, and compensation components fit 
together into a compatible and workable 
system that strengthens the protection of 
our environment. 


The Act addresses the wide-ranging prob- 
lems associated with preventing, responding 
to, and paying for oil spills. It does so by 
creating a comprehensive regime for deal- 
ing with vessel and facility-caused oil pollu- 
tion. It provides for greater environmental 
safeguards in oil transportation by: setting 
new standards for vessel construction, crew 
licensing, and manning; providing for con- 
tingency planning; enhancing Federal re- 
sponse capability; broadening enforcement 
authority; increasing penalties; and author- 
izing multi-agency research and develop- 
ment. A one billion dollar trust fund will be 
available to cover cleanup costs and dam- 
ages not compensated by the spiller, whose 
financial responsibility requirements are sig- 
nificantly increased. 

Although I am approving this legislation, 
I deeply regret the Act’s inclusion of an 
unrelated provision that would place a mor- 
atorium on exploration for oil and natural 
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gas off the coast of North Carolina. This 
area, located over 38 miles offshore, is the 
largest potential natural gas field east of the 
Mississippi and could be used to offset our 
dependence on foreign energy sources. 
Much work has been done to address my 
environmental concerns related to explora- 
tion in this area—and it should be noted 
that exploration for gas this far offshore car- 
ries little environmental risk. It is short- 
sighted to restrict exploration for this rela- 
tively clean energy source, especially in 
light of our recent efforts to accommodate 
national and State concerns regarding the 
environmental effects of energy exploration 
and development. Such a moratorium is ill- 
advised in view of recent events in the Per- 
sian Gulf, where I have found it necessary 
to deploy American soldiers 7,000 miles 
from home to protect our vital national in- 
terests. The moratorium contained in H.R. 
1465 is highly objectionable, and my Ad- 
ministration will seek to repeal it. 


In addition, H.R. 1465 does not imple- 
ment the 1984 Protocols to the 1969 Civil 
Liability Convention and the 1971 Fund 
Convention. These oil spill treaties, if rati- 
fied, would provide our Nation with swift 
and assured compensation for foreign 
tanker oil spills and access to up to $260 
million per spill from an international fund. 
Our failure to ratify the Protocols may 
weaken long-standing U.S. leadership in the 
development of international maritime 
standards. 


Ultimately, the threat of oil pollution is a 
global challenge, and the solutions we 
devise must be broad enough to address the 
needs of all nations. Therefore, I urge the 
Senate to give immediate consideration to 
the international Protocols and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of these 
treaties. 


I am concerned about another conse- 
quence of the failure to ratify the Protocols. 
We must work to ensure that, in response 
to the provisions of this Act, a situation is 
not created in which larger oil shippers 
seeking to avoid risk are replaced by small- 
er companies with limited assets and a re- 
duced ability to pay for the cleanup of oil 
spills. We will need to monitor develop- 
ments in order to protect against such un- 
desirable consequences. 
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The oil industry faces many new require- 
ments as a result of this legislation. These 
requirements include substantially _ in- 
creased financial responsibility; preparation 
of contingency plans; and the replacement 
of fleets with safer oil tankers. A balance 
has been sought to give the industry the 
flexibility to meet the requirements of the 
Act without incurring excessive costs. 


Finally, I note that section 3004 of the 
bill could be construed to infringe on my 
constitutional authority over the conduct of 
diplomacy by requiring me to take certain 
actions with respect to international organi- 
zations. I shall construe this section consist- 
ently with the Constitution and therefore 
shall regard it as advisory. 

In signing this landmark Act, I pledge the 
support of the Administration for the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990, notwithstanding the 
concerns that I have addressed. This repre- 
sents a continuation of my Administration’s 
efforts to work with the Congress and other 
nations to protect the Earth’s environment. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 18, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 1465, approved August 18, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-380. 


Statement on Signing the Customs and 
Trade Act of 1990 


August 20, 1990 


I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 1594, 
the “Customs and Trade Act of 1990.” This 
legislation is the culmination of many long 
hours of work. It was worth the effort, for 
the Act accomplishes a number of impor- 
tant goals shared by both my Administra- 
tion and the Congress: 

—The extension and enhancement of the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative, which will 
continue to promote economic growth 
and democracy in that region; 

—The amendment of Jackson-Vanik pro- 
cedures, which will facilitate coopera- 
tion between the Executive and the 
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Congress to encourage reform in the 
Soviet Union and assist the emerging 
democracies of Eastern Europe; and 

—A new structure for U.S. customs user 

fees, which demonstrates our unfalter- 
ing commitment to the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

Furthermore, the spirit of bipartisan co- 
operation that this Act represents bodes 
well for the coming months. We head into 
the fall facing the challenging tasks of com- 
pleting the vital Uruguay Round of global 
trade talks by December and then drafting 
implementing legislation in 1991. 

The results of this Round of negotiations, 
held under the auspices of the GATT, can 
be the engine that drives the United States 
and world economies into the 21st century. 
The agreement we reach will be the ulti- 
mate competitiveness initiative. It will open 
new markets for American business, help 
reduce prices and increase choices for con- 
sumers, and secure rigorous rules of fair 
play in international trade. 

The Customs and Trade Act of 1990, 
therefore, is part of the cooperative process 
that ultimately will result in growth, jobs, 
and prosperity, not only for America, but 
also for the world. 


Let me give special mention to three 
vital provisions of the legislation I am sign- 
ing today. 

First, this legislation makes permanent 
and enhances the Caribbean Basin Initia- 
tive, or CBI. 

Since its inception in 1983, CBI has pro- 
moted stability, security, and the movement 
to democracy and free markets that we 
now celebrate not only in this hemisphere 
but around the world. This legislation will 
foster continued economic growth and op- 
portunity in the region. 

By enacting this bill we assure investors 
in the Caribbean and Central America that 
their investments will continue to earn re- 
turns on duty-free exports indefinitely. It 
further extends the range of products that 
receive preferential duty treatment under 
CBI. 


Because of the success of the CBI exam- 
ple, I announced on July 23 that I would 
seek legislation for limited-duration CBI- 
like trade preferences for the Andean coun- 


tries of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and 
Peru. This measure would assist these coun- 
tries in eliminating the production of illegal 
drugs and promoting competitive activity in 
world markets. I hope that my proposal will 
be given rapid, favorable consideration 
once it is presented to the Congress. 

America’s security and prosperity depend 
in large measure on continued progress 
toward democracy and economic develop- 
ment in the Caribbean Basin. 

Second, the Act will help the United 
States support the emerging democracies of 
Eastern Europe and encourage change 
within the Soviet Union. 

It does so by amending Jackson-Vanik 
procedures for approval of the _ historic 
trade agreements the United States has 
signed with the Soviet Union and Czecho- 
slovakia. These agreements provide for im- 
proved access to each country’s markets; fa- 
cilitate business by easing restrictions on 
commercial activities; and offer strong intel- 
lectual property protections. 


By working together to gain approval for 
these accords, the way is paved for contin- 
ued cooperation between the Administra- 
tion and the Congress on future agreements 
with other countries subject to the Jackson- 
Vanik Amendment. 


Third, the Act is another demonstration 
of our Nation’s abiding commitment to the 
GATT, the international constitution of 
trade. 


A GATT panel in 1988 adopted a finding 
that the structure of U.S. customs user fees 
violated GATT rules. This Act authorizes a 
new fee structure that brings us into com- 
pliance with GATT rules. 


This demonstration of our dedication to 
GATT comes at a critical point in the Uru- 
guay Round of global trade talks. The great 
trading nations of the world can choose 
either to open their markets so that trade 
can expand, and thereby create global pros- 
perity; or, they can choose to close their 
markets, splinter into exclusionary trading 
blocs, and thereby cause dangerously dimin- 
ished prosperity for all. 

The United States has chosen the first 
path. With the cooperation and support of 
the Congress and the private sector, we 
stand committed to the successful conclu- 
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sion of the negotiations by December and 
prompt implementation of the results in 
1991. 


H.R. 1594 also contains a set of provisions 
that will be helpful both to our environ- 
ment and our economy. The Act makes 
permanent the current ban on the export of 
unprocessed logs taken from Federal lands 
west of the 100th meridian and would 
sharply restrict the export of such logs 
taken from State lands. On June 23, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service listed the North- 
ern Spotted Owl as a threatened species 
under the terms of the Endangered Species 
Act. There can be no doubt that high levels 
of export of unprocessed timber have con- 
tributed to the decline in habitat that has 
caused this species to be listed. This legisla- 
tion will help to address problems related to 
this listing decision. While I am supporting 
this provision because it assists in the pres- 
ervation of critical habitat, I also note that it 
will ease the economic transition in areas 
affected by the listing of the spotted owl. 

Finally, I note that one of the provisions 
of H.R. 1594 warrants careful construction 
to avoid constitutional concerns. Under Ar- 
ticle II, section 3 of the Constitution, the 
President has the discretion to determine 
what legislative proposals he will present to 
the Congress, as well as the discretion to 
determine the procedure he will follow in 
formulating a legislative proposal. Section 
223(b) of this Act purports to require the 
President, in exercising his discretion to 
prepare legislative proposals on “rules of 
origin,” to take into account a particular 
report and obtain the advice of various enti- 
ties, including committees of the Congress. 
In light of the President’s constitutional dis- 
cretion with regard to preparing and sub- 
mitting legislative proposals, I will construe 
this provision to be precatory rather than 
mandatory. As always, I will endeavor to 
consult with the Congress about our policy 
on such matters. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 20, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 1594, approved August 20, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-382. 
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Remarks at the Annual Conference of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 
Baltimore, Maryland 


August 20, 1990 


Thank you so much. Please be seated. 
And it’s a privilege to join you and a deep 
personal pleasure to renew old ties, greet 
new friends. My thanks to all of you, but 
especially to you, Walter Hogan—doing a 
great job as commander in chief. Following 
the likes of Larry Rivers isn’t easy—we all 
know that—but Walter’s done the VFW 
proud. I also know we’re looking forward to 
the same kind of strong leadership from 
James Kimery. And let me offer my thanks 
again to another old friend, Cooper Holt, a 
real legend who gave so many years of serv- 
ice to the VFW. Cooper, we welcome you. 

Next I want to thank my outstanding Vet- 
erans Secretary, fellow VFW member, Ed 
Derwinski. Ed’s got so much going on, but 
I’m especially happy to see the work he’s 
doing to improve these veterans hospitals. 
His Department is intent on serving you, 
much as you have served America. 

I’m glad to see the Secretary of the Army 
with us today, an old friend of mine, a 
friend of yours, Mike Stone. And let us re- 
member those who could not be with us. 
Our administration will not forget our 
POW’s and MIA’s as well as those brave 
men and women who gave what Lincoln 
termed “the last full measure of devotion.” 

Again, my acknowledgement to Mike 
Stone and also Baltimore’s mayor, who 
courteously came to greet me, Kurt 
Schmoke. Glad to see you here, sir. And 
finally, also let me single out today’s honor- 
ees, Budd Dudley and our own United Na- 
tions Ambassador, Tom Pickering, who is 
doing an outstanding job up there in the 
United Nations for the United States of 
America. Both Budd and Tom are being 
honored appropriately by you tonight. 

Apologies for keeping you waiting. There 
are some events going on around the world. 
And I was on the telephone to a good 
friend of the United States, President Seal 
of Turkey, and also to another great friend 
of the United States, Prime Minister 
Thatcher of the United Kingdom. And I 
must say I’m proud of the support that we 
are all getting around the world. 
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You know, as a veteran, I want to salute 
this organization on its 91st year. By sup- 
porting our nation’s veterans, the VFW has 
enriched America. And I'd like to take a 
moment to ask your support for a man who, 
I’m convinced, will also enrich America—I 
want to work in a strong plug—and I’m 
talking about our Supreme Court nominee, 
Judge David Souter. [Applause] I see the 
New Hampshire delegation is here. [Laugh- 
ter] Well, they know something we all 
know, and that is that he is an exceptional 
jurist and a brilliant legal mind. He will be 
a voice of excellence on the Nation’s high- 
est court, and I call on the Senate to con- 
firm him without delay. 

But this morning I’m also grateful to have 
this special opportunity to discuss an issue 
of great concern to all Americans: the crisis 
in the Persian Gulf—a crisis that will re- 
quire American planning, patience and, yes, 
personal sacrifice; but a crisis that we 
must—and will—meet if we are to stop ag- 
gression, help our friends, and protect our 
own interests and the peace and stability of 
countries around the globe. 

Eighteen days ago, these beliefs prompt- 
ed me to take action in the Middle East to 
restore the sovereignty of Kuwait and deter 
those who threaten friendly countries and 
the vital interests of America. I acted know- 
ing that our cause would not be easy but 
that our cause is right. And that while one 
should not underestimate those who endan- 
ger peace, an even greater mistake would 
be to underestimate America’s commitment 
to our friends when our friends are imper- 
iled or our commitment to international 
order when that, too, is imperiled. 

Today, the outcome is not yet decided. 
Hard choices remain, but of this we are 
certain: America will not be intimidated. 
When some ask: Where does America 
stand? our answer is: America stands where 
it always has—against aggression, against 
those who would use force to replace the 
rule of law. 

And who better than this group know? 
Throughout history, we have learned that 
we must stand up to evil. It’s a truth which 
the past 18 days have reaffirmed, and its 
lessons speak to America and to the world. 

The first lesson is as vivid as the memo- 
ries of Normandy, Khe Sanh, Pork Chop 
Hill. We have been reminded again that 


aggression must and will be checked. So, at 
the request of our friends, we have sent 
U.S. forces to the Middle East—reluctantly, 
but decisively—knowing, as Teddy Roose- 
velt said, that America “means many things, 
among them, equality of rights and, there- 
fore, equality of duty and obligation.” 

Yet we are not acting alone but in con- 
cert, helping to protect our own national 
security interests as well as those of the 
broader community of nations, which brings 
me to the second lesson reaffirmed by the 
past 18 days. By itself, America can do 
much. Together with its friends and allies, 
America can do much more—for peace and 
for justice. 

Think back with me to World War II, 
when together allies confronted a horror 
which embodied hell on Earth, or Korea, 
where United Nations forces opposed totali- 
tarianism. Today, once again, many na- 
tions—many of them Moslem—have joined 
to counter aggression and, thus, to restore 
the peace. 

Our Saudi friends, under the wise leader- 
ship of King Fahd, asked for our help in 
deterring further aggression by Iraq. I 
salute the many countries who have coura- 
geously responded to Saudi Arabia’s re- 
quest. I also salute those governments who 
were responding to the Amir of Kuwait’s 
call for the full enforcement of United Na- 
tions sanctions. 

We must not delude ourselves: Iraq’s in- 
vasion was more than a military attack on 
tiny Kuwait; it was a ruthless assault on the 
very essence of international order and civ- 
ilized ideals. And now, in a further offense 
against all norms of international behavior, 
Iraq has imposed restrictions on innocent 
civilians from many countries. This is unac- 
ceptable. And that’s why the United Na- 
tions Security Council voted unanimously 
Saturday night to condemn Iraq’s action, 
just as it earlier voted to condemn the inva- 
sion itself. They know, as we do, that lead- 
ers who use citizens as pawns deserve and 
will receive the scorn and condemnation of 
the entire world. 

And so, to the leaders of Iraq, I will now 
make two points clear: In moving foreign 
citizens against their will, you are violating 
the norms of your own religion. You are 
going against the age-old Arab tradition of 
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showing kindness and hospitality to visitors. 
And so, my message is: Release all foreign- 
ers now! Give them the right to come and 
go as they wish. Adhere to international law 
and U.N. Security Council Resolution 664. 

We’ve been reluctant to use the term 
“hostage.” But when Saddam Hussein 
[President of Iraq] specifically offers to 
trade the freedom of those citizens of many 
nations he holds against their will in return 
for concessions, there can be little doubt 
that whatever these innocent people are 
called, they are, in fact, hostages. And I 
want there to be no misunderstanding. I 
will hold the Government of Iraq responsi- 
ble for the safety and well-being of Ameri- 
can citizens held against their will. 

Let me also take a moment to thank 
President Gorbachev for his recent words 
condemning the Iraqi invasion. He has 
shown—if anyone doubted it—that nations 
which joined to fight aggression in World 
War II can work together to stop the ag- 
gressors of today. 

A third lesson has also been reaffirmed by 
the last 18 days—as veterans, it won’t sur- 
prise you: the steadfast character of the 
American will. Look to the sands of Saudi 
Arabia and the waters offshore, where 
brave Americans are doing their duty, just 
as you did at Anzio and Inchon and Ham- 
burger Hill. And think of the men and 
women aboard our planes and ships— 
young, alone, and so very far from home. 
They make us humble; they make us proud. 
And I salute the finest soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and marines that any nation could 
possibly have. And moreover, I pledge to 
you: We will do whatever it takes to help 
them complete their mission. 

This means realizing the fourth lesson 
reaffirmed by the past 18 days. Although 
the size of America’s Armed Forces in the 
years ahead will be smaller because the 
threat to our security is changing, future 
American defense capacity must be even 
more “a lean, mean fighting machine.” And 
by 1995, we estimate that our security 
needs can be met by an active force 25 
percent smaller than today’s, the lowest 
level since 1950. And yet we must ensure 
that a reduction of numbers does not mean 
a reduction in American strength. 

Operation Desert Shield proves vividly 
that instead of relieving past contingencies 
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we must prepare for the challenges of the 
1990’s and beyond. By ensuring that our 
troops are ready and trained, we can exert 
our presence in key areas and respond ef- 
fectively to crisis. And this is readiness 
measured in days and hours, not weeks and 
months. And Operation Desert Shield has 
underscored the need to be able to get our 
soldiers where they are needed and when 
they are needed. This kind of responsive- 
ness will be critical in the crises of the 
future. 

Recently, our outstanding Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, General Colin Powell, 
spoke to this when he praised “the finest 
peacetime military in the history of Amer- 
ica.” We will be smaller in troop strength 
and restructured, but we will remain pur- 
poseful, proud, and effective. Just look at 
the last 18 days. Desert Shield has been a 
classic case of America’s military at its best. 

I think, for instance, of Airman First Class 
Wade West, home on leave to be married. 
On August 7th, he was called up, and 
within an hour he had the ceremony per- 
formed and left for the Middle East. And 
he’s now stationed over in Saudi Arabia. 
You talk about a guy that gets things done. 
[Laughter] But I would like to empathize 
with his bride wherever she may be. 
[Laughter] And another example: 7 years 
ago, Diana Kroptavich worried at home 
while her husband, Walter, steamed off the 
Lebanon coast on the U.S.S. New Jersey de- 
fending the marines. Today their roles are 
reversed. Retired, Walter is at home with 
their 6-year-old son, and Diana serves 
aboard the destroyer U.S.S. Yellowstone. 
[Laughter] Here’s an Army couple: today 
paratrooper Joseph Hudert of the 82d Air- 
borne Division is serving in Saudi Arabia, 
and his wife, nurse Dominique Allen, of the 
44th Medical Brigade, will be deployed 
there within the next 2 weeks. Finally, 
recall the 8-year-old who, watching her dad 
leave for the Mediterranean, spoke truth 
from the mouths of babes. “I just think,” 
she said, “that they shouldn’t let daddies go 
away this long. But they still have to, to 
keep the world safe.” 

These profiles show the true caliber of 
America and the vital essence of our mis- 
sion. What’s more, they remind us of the 
fifth and final lesson reaffirmed by the past 
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18 days: the need for a continued strong 
defense budget to support American troops, 
or as George Washington said in his first 
inaugural address, “To be prepared for war 
is one of the most effectual means of pre- 
serving the peace.” History has shown the 
wisdom of his words—especially in our cen- 
tury. What Desert Shield has shown is that 
America can ensure the peace by remaining 
militarily strong. 

Now, I know that we’re operating in a 
time of budget restraint. We have limited 
resources; we must use them wisely. The 
budget deficit is a threat to our vital inter- 
ests at home and won’t be made easier by 
today’s threat abroad. Everyone realizes 
that the deficit is too large, that it’s got to 
be brought down, and that Congress must 
act courageously and immediately when it 
returns from recess. But here’s the point: 
We cannot attack the deficit by attacking 
the very heart of our Armed Forces—com- 
mitted men and women who are motivated 
and ready. 

Last week I asked Congress to do what 
we have done: produce a budget proposal, 
including defense, that is both responsive 
and responsible and, most of all, fair. When 
they do, I will listen—listen, but not break 
faith with the troops who are defending our 
nation. Make no mistake: To prevent ag- 
gression, to keep America militarily pre- 
pared, I will oppose the defense-budget 
slashers who are out of tune with what 
America needs to keep freedom secure and 
safe. 

You know, most Americans know that 
when it comes to national defense, finishing 
second means finishing last. So, they reject 
what the House Armed Services Committee 
recently suggested: unacceptable cuts from 
our defense budget for fiscal year 1991. 
Most Americans know, too, that giving 
peace a chance does not mean taking a 
chance on peace. So, they endorse giving 
the military the tools to do its job: the 
Peacekeeper, the Midgetman, B-2 bomber, 
and the Strategic Defense Initiative. Ameri- 
cans want arms negotiations to succeed, but 
they know that even a START [strategic 
arms reduction] treaty will not help our se- 
curity if we disarm unilaterally. 

Let us never forget that our strong na- 
tional defense policies have helped us gain 
the peace. We need a strong defense today 


to maintain that peace. I will fight for that 
defense, and I need your help. So, help me 
convince the Congress, given recent events, 
to take another look and to adequately fund 
our defense budget. 

Let me tell you a little story about why I 
feel so strongly. I was talking to some of the 
young soldiers who liberated Panama. We 
invited them to come with General Thur- 
man [Commander of SOUTHCOM] and 
others to the Cabinet Room for a briefing 
for me. I asked one of them—a medic— 
about the operation. Corporal Roderick 
Ringstaff spoke of combat, and he spoke of 
the heroics of others, but not of his own. 
Next to him was his commanding officer, 
and so his commanding officer filled in the 
rest. This medic had been wounded, but 
repeatedly braved fire to rescue others 
wounded, pulling soldier after soldier to 
safety. For that he was awarded the Silver 
Star for bravery. Listening, I thought to 
myself: I will never send young men and 
women into battle with less than the very 
best that this nation can provide them. I 
will never—I will never, ever—let Ameri- 
cans like this down. 

August 1990 has witnessed what history 
will judge one of the most crucial deploy- 
ments of allied power since World War II. 
Two weeks ago, I called for the complete, 
immediate, and unconditional withdrawal 
of all Iraqi forces from Kuwait; second, the 
restoration of Kuwait’s legitimate govern- 
ment; third, the security and the stability of 
Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf; and 
fourth, the safety and protection of Ameri- 
can citizens abroad. Today, I say, those ob- 
jectives are and will remain unchanged. 

Will it take time? Of course. For we’re 
engaged in a cause larger than ourselves, a 
cause perhaps best shown by words many of 
you remember—words spoken by one of 
the greatest Americans of our time to allied 
soldiers and sailors and airmen. “The eyes 
of the world are upon you,” he told them. 
“The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving 
people everywhere march with you.” And 
then he concluded with this moving prayer: 
“Let us all beseech the blessing of almighty 
God upon this great and noble undertak- 
ing. 

Fellow veterans, more than half of all 
VFW members fought in World War II, 
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many of you serving under the man who 
spoke those words, Dwight David Eisen- 
hower. You know how America remains the 
hope of “liberty-loving people everywhere.” 
Half a century ago, the world had the 
chance to stop a ruthless aggressor and 
missed it. I pledge to you: We will not make 
that mistake again. For you see, together 
we can successfully oppose tyranny and 
help those nations who look to us for lead- 
ership and vision. 

Thank you for your support and your 
prayers. And may God bless the land we so 
deeply love, the United States of America. 
Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. at 
the Baltimore Arena. In his opening re- 
marks, he referred to Walter G. Hogan, 
Larry W. Rivers, James Kimery, and Cooper 
Holt, commander in chief, assistant adju- 
tant general and executive director, vice 
commander in chief, and former command- 
er in chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
respectively, and Budd Dudley, executive 
director of the Liberty Bowl Festival Asso- 
ciation. 


Exchange With Reporters Aboard 
Air Force One 


August 20, 1990 


Foreign Nationals in Iraq and Kuwait 


Q. ——turn up the heat today by, in fact, 
calling these Americans held against their 
will hostages. What’s the strategy behind 
thatP 

The President. 1 don’t think it was any 
turning up the heat. It’s a recognition of the 
fact that now demands are being made for 
the release of people. And that, I think, is 
the definition of hostages. 

Q. But there was some reluctance on the 
part of the administration earlier because 
now it will require some kind of response, 
would it not, from Saddam Hussein [Presi- 
dent of Iraq]? 

The President. Well, it’s only in the last 
couple of days that these demands have 
been made—obviously, demands that are 
totally unsatisfactory to most countries in 
the world—demands that these multilateral 
forces and U.S. forces, of course, included, 
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get out and return to the status of Saddam 
Hussein’s having invaded Kuwait. And that 
can’t stand. So, he linked a demand to it. 
But it’s a semantical thing. The situation is 
about the same as it was a few days ago. 

Q. Are we prepared to stop the tankers, 
actually stop the tankers that—— 

The President. Well, just watch. You just 
watch and see. Please don’t ask hypothetical 
questions because there’s a lot going on 
there, and we’re just going to—— 

Q. We’ve been shadowing them, though, 
for a day. 

The President. You said it. 


Lee Atwater 


Q. Mr. President, let me switch gears. 
How is Lee Atwater? What do you hear? 

The President. Well, I haven’t heard any- 
thing in the last few days. I’ve been con- 
cerned, but I haven’t heard anything in the 
last few days about him. He’s still in the 
hospital, so I’ve got to get a report from our 
doctor here. 


Presidential Campaigning 

Q. Mr. President, can I ask you, on the 
front, is there anything incongruous about 
going and doing political fundraisers and 
bashing Democrats at a time of national 
crisis like thisP Are you at all uneasy about 
itP 

The President. 1 don’t feel I’ve bashed 
Democrats too much. But life goes on, so 
I’m not uneasy about going to political 
fundraisers, no. I have to do that. Reelec- 
tions are coming up in a couple of weeks, 
and I want to help Republicans. I want to 
help people that look at these problems the 
way I do. 


Relations With the Press 


Q. So, you’re back talking to us again 
now? The silent period is over or—— 

The President. How long did the silent 
period lastP What silent period? Which one? 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, in your speech, when 
you talked about personal sacrifice, were 
you making a specific reference to those 
Americans being detained? Are you con- 
cerned, sir, that this may require a sacrifice 
on their part, that we may in fact lose some 
of these—— 
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The President. I'm just going to let the 
words stand just exactly for what they say 
here. I’m not going to go beyond what I’ve 
said on it. There’s no point in heightening 
all this. We'll just leave it there. 


Defense Budget 


Q. On the budget talks, are Pentagon cuts 
now off the table, but taxes still on the 
table? 

The President. No, as I said, Pentagon 
cuts are not. But reckless Pentagon cuts 
are—we just can’t tolerate them. And I 
think that most Members of Congress will 
return and understand this now. 


Foreign Nationals in Iraq and Kuwait 


Q. When did you decide to call them hos- 
tages? Last night we were told that you did 
not regard them as hostages. 

The President. Well, | think that when 
we had a meeting there last night, and then 
this morning I decided: Look, as long as 
these demands are being made, why, it’s 
semantical. Why not just say that? 

Closing of Embassies in Kuwait 

Q. What about them asking us to close 
our Embassies? 

The President. What? 

Q. In 5 days they want all the outside 
Embassies closed—foreign—— 

The President. For all over, yes. That’s 
unacceptable. 


Mobilization of U.S. Reserves 


Q. Calling up Reserves? 

Q. Are we going to stay? 

The President. Well, V’ll have something 
to say on that later on. 

Q. Today? Later on today? 


United Nations Role in the Persian Gulf 
Crisis 

Q. Are you trying to get more of an inter- 
national and United Nations leadership—— 

The President. We're in the United Na- 
tions right now, and the United Nations has 
performed very, very well. And it’s impor- 
tant because that keeps world opinion 
strongly with us. I found out today—talking 
to Margaret Thatcher [Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom] reiterated that. 

Thank you all. 


Note: The exchange took place approximate- 
ly at noon en route from Andrews Air Force 


Base, MD, to Providence, RI. H. Lee 
Atwater, chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, is undergoing treatment 
for cancer. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Luncheon in North 
Kingstown, Rhode Island 


August 20, 1990 


Thank you all very much. Thank you for 
that warm welcome back. Ed, thank you 
especially. This may have escaped some, 
but it has not escaped Barbara and me: Ed 
DiPrete was perhaps my earliest supporter, 
or certainly one of them, when I started the 
quest for the Presidency. 

I’m delighted to be here. Slightly—only 
slightly—disappointed. I kind of expected to 
be driven up here in Winnebago One. 
[Laughter] And though Nick Janikies tells 
me that the club’s chef makes terrific broc- 
coli—_[/aughter|—I understand that the 
Winnebago is the best place around to get a 
homemade bologna sandwich. [Laughter] 
But really, it is a pleasure to be here and to 
see so many of our other good Rhode Island 
friends. 

You know, I was asked, I think, an appro- 
priate question—not all questions are ap- 
propriate, but this one was—by the press 
coming up. And they said, “Well, don’t you 
feel a little funny going to a political event 
at this time?” And I knew exactly why the 
question was asked, and I certainly respect 
it. But life goes on, and we have an election 
coming up in the fall. And I think it’s im- 
portant that I conduct my duties of the 
Presidency in the best way I possibly can. 
But you can’t exclude the fact that there’s a 
lot of things happening. And a lot of it gets 
right back to the kind of elected officials 
that we’re going to have in the future. And 
so, I didn’t think about changing this event. 

And I’m delighted to be here and see so 
many friends. Of course, Senator Chafee 
and I go back longer than either of us 
would like to admit, I’m sure. Claudine 
Schneider—more later. Ron Machtley, 
who’s doing such an outstanding job as a 
member of the Armed Services Committee 
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and a great Member of the United States 
Congress, and Norma and Elinor and Ned 
Grace, who’s done such a great job chairing 
this event. And I might also mention an- 
other. If she can save the bay, she ought to 
be able to save Congress. I’m talking about 
Trudy Cox sitting over here—and wish her 
well. But you know, with a strong leader- 
ship team like this, elected officials and 
party leaders, Rhode Island’s party, I be- 
lieve, is headed for victory in November; 
and it’s very important. 

I want to give a special thanks to Traf— 
mayor, my old friend Mayor Traficante—for 
letting us play through, so to speak. He’s 
got his own golf tournament working, and 
two things worried my Secret Service 
agents about that tournament. First, that it’s 
a “shotgun” start. [Laughter] And second, 
that Jerry Ford might be teeing off on the 
18th while we're here. [Laughter] But 
we're safe. And, Traf, good to see you. 


What a great sight it was as we came in. I 
must say I was very moved by the response 
from your fellow Rhode Islanders. And to 
see the bay, the clean beauty of that bay, as 
we came in—a sight that we must not and 
cannot take for granted. And I remember, 
as you do, last year’s oilspill and how Ed, 
the man on my right, immediately leaped 
into action and tapped into Federal re- 
sources and, indeed, many say, prevented a 
catastrophe. And that kind of sums up Ed 
DiPrete: committed to the environment, a 
take-charge leader. 


I’ve seen his leadership first-hand. I saw it 
at our education summit with the Gover- 
nors last year—the first such summit ever 
held—the one in Charlottesville. He had a 
tremendous impact with his innovative 
public-private partnership, the Children’s 
Crusade for Higher Education. And he has 
a great record in other areas of urgent pri- 
orities, where he stands shoulder to shoul- 
der with me, and I’m thinking of our battle 
that we must win in the war on drugs. One 
of the most aggressive fighters in the anti- 
narcotics field is Ed DiPrete. His national 
leadership for the rights of the people with 
disabilities is well-known. And I might say 
parenthetically I was delighted to have 
worked for and then the other day signed 
the ADA bill [Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990}—long overdue, but a wonder- 
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ful bill to help those with disabilities in this 
country. 


And all of us familiar with the area know 
that New England has had a tough time in 
a lot of ways economically. But I’m proud of 
the way that he’s revitalized economic 
growth in this State where the American 
Industrial Revolution began and, in the 
process, has restored Rhode Island’s bond 
rating, which is a good indication of how 
others, how the markets, feel about this 
State. And so, after all, if you want to talk 
business in Rhode Island, talk to a business- 
man, talk to the Governor. And I want him 
there, reelected, strong, at my side as we 
face the problems coming up for the rest of 
the nineties. 


And now I turn to another Rhode Island- 
er because, very candidly, we need Clau- 
dine Schneider in the United States Senate. 
She’s a special friend of mine and of Barba- 
ra’s and, I’d say, of Rhode Island’s. She’s one 
of your best exports. In Washington we’re 
amazed by her vitality, her passionate en- 
thusiasm, and that astounding, almost frus- 
trating energy level of hers that leaves 
others in the dust. I think I work hard. And 
I try to. Sometimes play hard. But try to 
keep up with Claudine, it’s impossible. Try 
to overtake her in a 3K or a 10K or a 
marathon, it can’t be done. 


But it’s not just in a road race that she’s 
leading the pack. She’s a principled, inde- 
pendent leader in the finest tradition of 
John Chafee, the finest tradition of Rhode 
Island—tenacious, fierce individualism. 
She’s setting the pace in areas like educa- 
tion and like fighting crime and especially 
in the worldwide struggle to preserve and 
protect the environment. 


Claudine has been a great Member of the 
United States Congress. She’ll be a great 
Senator. Rhode Island needs her voice and 
leadership, and I really do need her in the 
Senate. The difference between the Senate 
today and the Senate when it was con- 
trolled by the Republicans for a Republican 
President is night and day. And so, we need 
her for her own merit, but we also need her 
to get us back in control of the United 
States Senate. So, get the message out. Go 
on and have some more debates, Claudine. 
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You did just great in the debate, and I hope 
you have more. 

Today I want to just mention a couple of 
challenges. We’ve been talking about them 
here, challenges that our able Members 
face—Members of Congress. But today two 
of them—really two of the most critical 
issues that our nation has faced in dec- 
ades—I’m talking about our own fiscal af- 
fairs, our own budget deficit; and then, of 
course, the subject that’s on everybody’s 
minds, the question of the Middle East. 

I have stated here the frustrations of deal- 
ing with a Congress that’s controlled by the 
other party and controls the purse strings. 
And I'll work with the Congress. I have 
tried to work cooperatively and with com- 
promise with the United States Congress, 
and I will continue to do that. But we were 
working towards a budget summit, an eco- 
nomic summit, a summit that would solve 
once and for all the budget deficit. And that 
broke up when Congress decided it was 
time to go on and have the recess. But the 
Congress comes back soon. And what I 
want to say to you is: I have not lost my 
interest in seeing us get a budget agree- 
ment that is going to reform the budget 
process, get the deficit down, and get it 
under control once and for all. We owe that 
to the younger generations here today. 

This is a national problem, and it isn’t 
going to go away. And sure, it’s been affect- 
ed by events that are happening halfway 
around the world. But we must not let 
those events reduce the urgency that we all 
feel about getting the Federal deficit under 
control. 

I don’t intend to dwell on it here, but let 
me just point out that the House has passed 
appropriations bills this year exceeding my 
request by $14 billion in spending. And the 
Senate Budget Committee voted a new leg- 
islation weakening the budget process. In 
my view, this is going in the wrong direc- 
tion. I think we’ve got to turn around now, 
get an agreement, and get some reform and 
get some incentive built into the system. 

I know some people think I’m a broken 
record. But if there ever was a time that 
you need to stimulate economic growth it’s 
now, and one of the best ways to do that is 
to reduce the tax on capital gains. It will 
bring in revenue, and it will create jobs. 


You know, I’ve been blessed by a stead- 
fast group in the House and in the Senate, 
and I’m very grateful to them. But I must 
say that if the spending bills continue like 
this, I have to say, as I’ve said before in 
Washington a few weeks ago, that I will 
veto every single spending bill that busts 
the budget. We’re in that tough a shape 
now, and I’m going to do it. So, they can 
mark it down and put it in the bank. 

So, I think cooperation is still possible. As 
I said down there in Washington a couple of 
weeks ago, I’ve been pleased with the way 
some of the Democratic leadership has ap- 
proached this process. I think Senator 
Chafee would agree with me, and I think 
Claudine would agree with me and Ron 
would agree with me: that there’s been 
some good-faith effort in terms of negotia- 
tion. But it is essential now when the Con- 
gress comes back that this cooperation be 
renewed and that it continue because it is 
our country that’s at stake. 

Every day now, we’re witnessing an ex- 
traordinary unity of individuals and of par- 
ties and of nations, showing what can 
happen when people put personal goals 
aside in pursuit of something bigger. So, 
even while we’re here in this extraordinari- 
ly tranquil setting, our thoughts are, indeed, 
over in the Middle East, where other Amer- 
icans are seeing not this serene beauty of 
Narragansett Bay but an arid landscape 
where the hot desert winds carry, regretta- 
bly, the threat of conflict. No sane person 
likes the specter of confrontations, and yet 
as we try to chart the course of our exist- 
ence, we must be guided by the impera- 
tives of a strong moral compass. 

It was not with passionate haste but, 
really, with a heavy heart that I had to 
commit our troops to Saudi Arabia. I took 
this action not out of some national hunger 
for conflict but out of the moral responsibil- 
ity, shared by so many committed nations 
around the world, to protect our world 
from fundamental evil. We cannot remain 
silent, for peace is more than just the ab- 
sence of war. And its preservation really 
exacts on great countries like ours a certain 
obligation. 

It is this obligation that the finest 
troops—if you talk to the Joint Chiefs, 
they'll tell you, every one of them, what- 
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ever their service, that we have the finest 
young men and women that the service has 
ever had, an all-volunteer Army, all-volun- 
teer force, if you will, and the finest young 
kids ever, suited up and serving. So, it is 
this obligation that brave men and women 
are shouldering today in Saudi Arabia—the 
finest—finest men and women. 

But they don’t act alone. And this is an- 
other key point; Ed and Claudine both re- 
ferred to it. Nations of every language, of 
every religion, size, and form of govern- 
ment have joined in renouncing the aggres- 
sion against Kuwait. It is also important to 
note that 12 Arab countries condemned 
Irag—12 condemned Iraq at the Arab 
summit and at the United Nations Security 
Council. And I want to commend Ambassa- 
dor Pickering and the fine work that our 
delegation is doing at the United Nations, 
because it is important that we bring along 
and lead our friends around the world in 
this regard. The United Nations Security 
Council approved chapter VII sanctions on 
Iraq because of its aggression. It was the 
first time that’s happened in, I think, some- 
thing like 23 years. We’ve seen an extraor- 
dinary expression of world unity, and I am 
hopeful that together the United States and 
the many other peace-loving nations com- 
mitted to this noble effort will prevail. 

I wanted to talk about this because of 
your State’s own history: commitment to in- 
dividual rights. Your State may be small— 
Kuwait is small—but your ideals loom large. 
And you’ve always responded to the call of 
moral responsibility. In the early days of 
this country, Rhode Island answered threats 
upon individuals by fiercely defending each 
person’s right to believe what he wanted 
and worship as he or she wished. Just a few 
minutes ago, in here, I met with leaders of 
the Touro Synagogue—an _ impressive, 
moving story—the oldest synagogue in con- 
tinental America, a symbol of your State’s 
lifelong affirmation of the inalienable rights 
of all people. And Rhode Island also re- 
sponded to the moral obligation to defend 
these rights when the world was called 
upon to confront staggering aggression 
during World War II. Your State answered 
by sending 58,000 of its finest sons and 
daughters into battle. 

The world is now called upon to confront 
another aggressor, another threat made by 
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a person who has no values when it comes 
to respecting international law, a man of 
evil standing against human life itself. I am 
convinced that the same moral underpin- 
nings that have underpinned this State for 
years and underpin our great country is the 
compass that’s going to guide us. And I be- 
lieve that our presence in the Middle East 
sends a great signal of commitment around 
the world. 

I must tell you that I’m troubled by 
Americans that now seem to be held against 
their will and other foreigners held against 
their will. 

I’m grateful for our friends. This morning, 
I had a long talk with President Ozal of 
Turkey on the telephone. If you'll look at 
the map and then see the courageous stand 
taken by President Ozal and the Turks, you 
will understand what it means to work co- 
operatively with other countries, and you'll 
understand why I am grateful for the full 
cooperation of this strategically placed ally. 

Another talk I had this morning—and one 
of the reasons I was a little late on this 
trip—was with Margaret Thatcher [Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom]. You talk 
about somebody that stands tall when the 
going gets tough, and you talk about some- 
body that knows what it is to have a moral 
compass. Thank God for allies and friends 
like Margaret Thatcher when the going gets 
tough. And right now, it could get fairly 
tough over there. 

I might say parenthetically I feel blessed 
as your President by the quality and the 
character of the leadership in our own gov- 
ernment. I can do my job knowing that 
options come my way; knowing that our 
team stays together; and knowing I’m rely- 
ing, perhaps, on the finest Cabinet and the 
finest people in the Pentagon that any 
President could have to work with. And I 
am very grateful to each and every one of 
them as we approach some very tough deci- 
sions that lie ahead. 

The bottom line is life goes on. And so, 
we're here today talking some politics. 
We’re here today talking some fiscal sanity. 
We’re here today to say a prayer for the 
United States and all the people around the 
world that are supporting us in our bid to 
provide a moral compass for the rest of the 
world. 
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I am grateful. I am privileged. Even 
though this time may be a little difficult, I 
am privileged to be your President in one 
of the most fascinating times in history. I'll 
do my best I possibly can. And thank you 
for your warm hospitality. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. on 
the grounds of the Quidnessett Country 
Club. ’1 his remarks, he referred to Nicho- 
las Janikies, president of the country club; 
Norma Willis, State Republican Party 
chairwoman; Elinor Clapp, Republican na- 
tional committeewoman; Ned Grace, the 
luncheon chairman; Trudy Cox, candidate 
for the House of Representatives and former 
executive director of the Save the Bay orga- 
nization; Michael Traficante, mayor of 
Cranston, RI; and former President Gerald 
Ford. Following his remarks, the President 
traveled to his home in Kennebunkport, 
ME. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Conversations With 
President Francois Mitterrand of 
France and Senator Robert Byrd on the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 


August 20, 1990 


President Bush this afternoon telephoned 
President Mitterrand of France. They spoke 
for about 30 minutes. President Bush said 
he appreciated the firm response and lead- 
ership that France has taken in this crisis. 
The two Presidents also discussed their con- 
cern about foreign nationals being held hos- 
tage in Kuwait and Iraq. 


The President also called Senator Robert 
Byrd, who was in Amsterdam on his way to 
Turkey. The President discussed the situa- 
tion in the Gulf with the Senator and cer- 
tain other matters that might be raised 
during his trip to Turkey. 


Proclamation 6171—National Drive for 
Life Weekend 


August 20, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The Labor Day weekend is an ideal time 
to remind ourselves of the grave threat 
posed to each of us by alcohol-impaired 
driving—a tragic and senseless occurrence 
that remains our Nation’s number one high- 
way safety problem. During this weekend, 
we should be especially mindful that irre- 
sponsible drinking can quickly destroy a fes- 
tive holiday by causing injury and death. 

Last year more than 23,000 people were 
killed in the United States as a result of 
alcohol-related highway crashes—an aver- 
age of 65 individuals each day. Although 
the proportion of traffic deaths related to 
alcohol has declined during the last few 
years, approximately one-half of all fatal 
motor vehicle crashes continue to be alco- 
hol-related. 

The Drive for Life campaign is designed 
to reduce the high number of alcohol-relat- 
ed traffic accidents in the United States by 
promoting a month-long public awareness 
program aimed at educating all Americans 
on the dangers of drunk driving. By focus- 
ing on the Labor Day weekend, when the 
number of alcohol-related highway crashes 
traditionally exceeds the average by about 
10 percent, the Drive for Life campaign 
will help to concentrate the Nation’s atten- 
tion on the serious dangers of drunk driv- 
ing. 

During the Labor Day weekend and, 
indeed, throughout the year, we should also 
be mindful of the dangers posed by drivers 
who are impaired by drugs other than alco- 
hol. Certain: drugs—legal as well as illegal, 
and either alone or in combination with al- 
cohol—are major contributors to highway 
crashes. All of us should be aware of the 
risks of driving after taking prescribed 
medications or over-the-counter drugs, es- 
pecially those that have labels warning 
against operating a motor vehicle. We 
should also be aware that combining drugs 
and alcohol with driving increases these 
risks. 
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Three years ago, a coalition led by Moth- 
ers Against Drunk Driving sponsored the 
first National Drive for Life Day and urged 
all Americans to pledge not to drink and 
drive on that day. The success of this effort 
prompted calls for an expanded campaign, 
to which the Congress responded in 1988 
and 1989 by designating Labor Day week- 
end as National Drive for Life Weekend. By 
House Joint Resolution 627, the Congress 
has again called for a national campaign by 
designating the Labor Day weekend begin- 
ning September 1, 1990, as “National Drive 
for Life Weekend” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this weekend. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the Labor Day weekend, 
September 1 through 3, 1990, as National 
Drive for Life Weekend. I ask all Americans 
to cooperate in this lifesaving campaign by 
refusing to drink and drive, by using safety 
restraints when on the road, and by insist- 
ing upon effective action against drug- or 
alcohol-impaired drivers. I also call upon 
the people of the United States, their elect- 
ed representatives, and other public officials 
to observe this weekend with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:51 a.m., August 21, 1990] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on August 21. 


Executive Order 12727—Ordering the 
Selected Reserve of the Armed Forces 
to Active Duty 


August 22, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
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tions 121 and 673b of title 10 of the United 
States Code, I hereby determine that it is 
necessary to augment the active armed 
forces of the United States for the effective 
conduct of operational missions in and 
around the Arabian Peninsula. Further, 
under the stated authority, I hereby author- 
ize the Secretary of Defense, and the Secre- 
tary of Transportation with respect to the 
Coast Guard when the latter is not operat- 
ing as a service in the Department of the 
Navy, to order to active duty units and indi- 
vidual members not assigned to units, of the 
Selected Reserve. 

This order is intended only to improve 
the internal management of the executive 
branch, and is not intended to create any 
right or benefit, substantive or procedural, 
enforceable at law by a party against the 
United States, its agencies, its officers, or 
any person. 

This order shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted promptly to 
the Congress. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 22, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:41 p.m., August 24, 1990] 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate on the 
Mobilization of United States Reserves 


August 22, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I have today, pursuant to section 673b of 
title 10, United States Code, authorized the 
Secretary of Defense, and the Secretary of 
Transportation with respect to the Coast 
Guard when it is not operating as a service 
within the Department of the Navy, to 
order to active duty units and individual 
members not assigned to units of the Select- 
ed Reserve to perform such missions the 
Secretary of Defense may determine neces- 
sary. The deployment of United States 
forces to conduct operational missions in 
and around the Arabian Peninsula necessi- 
tates this action. 
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A copy of the Executive order imple- 
menting this action is attached. 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Executive Order 12728—Delegating 
the President’s Authority To Suspend 
Any Provision of Law Relating to the 
Promotion, Retirement, or Separation 
of Members of the Armed Forces 
August 22, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 673c of title 10 of the United States 
Code and section 301 of title 3 of the 
United States Code, I hereby order: 

Section 1. The Secretary of Defense, and 
the Secretary of Transportation with re- 
spect to the Coast Guard when it is not 
operating as a service in the Department of 
the Navy, are hereby designated and em- 
powered to exercise, without the approval, 
ratification, or other action of the President, 
the authority vested in the President by 
section 673c of title 10 of the United States 
Code (1) to suspend any provision of law 
relating to promotion, retirement, or sepa- 
ration applicable to any member of the 
armed forces determined to be essential to 
the national security of the United States, 
and (2) to determine, for the purposes of 
said section, that members of the armed 
forces are essential to the national security 
of the United States. 

Sec. 2. The authority delegated to the 
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Transportation by this order may be redele- 
gated and further subdelegated to subordi- 
nates who are appointed to their offices by 
the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. This order is intended only to im- 
prove the internal management of the exec- 
utive branch and is not intended to create 
any right or benefit, substantive or proce- 


dural, enforceable at law by a party against 
the United States, its agencies, its officers, 
or any person. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 22, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:42 p.m., August 24, 1990] 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Mobilization of United States 
Reserves 


August 22, 1990 


The President today authorized the Sec- 
retary of Defense to call Reserve units of 
the Armed Forces to active duty. The order 
permits the Secretary of Defense to call to 
duty selected members and units of the Re- 
serve components of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marine Corps as needed to sup- 
port United States and multinational oper- 
ations now underway. The President signed 
the order after the Secretary of Defense 
advised him that the effective conduct of 
military operations in and around the Arabi- 
an Peninsula may require augmentation of 
Active components of the Armed Forces. 
The actual number of Reserve personnel to 
be called to active duty will depend upon 
the operational needs of the Armed Forces, 
but at this time, we do not anticipate ap- 
proaching the full 200,000 authority provid- 
ed by law. 

The Total Force Policy, which was estab- 
lished in 1973, allocates various military ca- 
pabilities among the Active, Reserve, and 
National Guard components that together 
make up the Armed Forces of the United 
States. Under this policy, the capability to 
perform certain critical military activities 
has been concentrated in the Reserve com- 
ponent. Activating reservists to support op- 
erations such as those now underway has 
been a central feature of this approach. 

The skills concentrated in the Reserve 
component include airlift, food and water 
handling, surface transportation, cargo han- 
dling, medical services, construction, and 
intelligence. By making judicious use of the 
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President’s authorization, the Secretary of 
Defense will be able to ensure that essential 
capabilities such as these and others are 
available to support our operational require- 
ments. 

The President issued the order authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of Defense to call Reserve 
units to active duty in accordance with sec- 
tion 673b of title 10 of the United States 
Code. The order also authorizes the Secre- 
tary of Transportation to call to active duty 
elements of the Coast Guard Reserve. An- 
other order signed by the President permits 
the Secretary of Defense greater flexibility 
in military personnel management actions. 


Proclamation 6172—International 
Visitors’ Month, 1990 
August 22, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For 50 years, Americans throughout the 
United States have welcomed participants 
in the International Visitors Program to 
their communities, offices, and homes. 
Through this program, which is sponsored 
by the United States Information Agency, 
current and future foreign leaders have 
been able to enjoy a professional and cultur- 
al orientation to our country. The extraordi- 
nary generosity of the American people— 
their willingness to share not only their 
knowledge and skills but also the fabric of 
their daily lives—has ensured the remarka- 
ble success of the International Visitors Pro- 
gram. 

More than 800,000 Americans, in commu- 
nities in every state, volunteer their time to 
ensure that program participants receive a 
warm welcome to the United States. These 
volunteers help to answer our guests’ ques- 
tions and, in turn, give our guests the op- 
portunity to share with us important in- 
sights about their native lands. 

Through the International Visitors Pro- 
gram, our children have been able to learn 
more about other peoples and their cul- 
tures; American educators and _ business 
people have been able to establish valuable 
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contacts with their foreign counterparts. 
Clearly, our national interest has been well 
served by the American tradition of hospi- 
tality and openness on which the program 
is based. 

Since its inception in 1940, the Interna- 
tional Visitors Program has given partici- 
pants from oppressed nations a chance to 
learn about freedom and self-government. 
In so doing, it has not only strengthened 
their sense of hope, but also helped them to 
acquire the knowledge and skills needed to 
promote the development of democracy in 
their own countries. In fact, a striking 
number of those individuals who have 
helped to bring about constructive change 
in Eastern Europe are former International 
Visitors. During their visits here, they saw 
how democracy works, and they learned 
that political and economic freedom is the 
key to real and lasting peace and prosperi- 


The International Visitors Program, made 
possible with the generous voluntary assist- 
ance of citizens across the country, has 
helped to promote greater understanding 
and cooperation between the United States 
and other nations. This foundation of 
mutual respect and goodwill will enable 
leaders in both the public and private sec- 
tors to continue building meaningful rela- 
tionships with their counterparts around the 
world. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
248, has designated September 1990 as 
“International Visitors’ Month” and has au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 1990 as Inter- 
national Visitors’ Month. I invite the people 
of the United States to observe this month 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities 
designed to recognize the International 
Visitors Program as a valuable means of 
promoting the people-to-people contacts 
that can lead to greater understanding and 
cooperation among nations. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of August, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, noon, August 22, 1990] 


The President’s News Conference on 
the Persian Gulf Crisis 


August 22, 1990 


Deployment of U.S. Armed Forces and 
Mobilization of U.S. Reserves 


The President. Let me make a brief open- 
ing statement, and then I'll be glad to take 
any questions. 

First, Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell have just given me a very full and, I 
would say, encouraging briefing on the 
status of our deployment to the Persian 
Gulf. This has been a very complicated mis- 
sion calling for precision, calling for maxi- 
mum coordination with Saudi Arabia and 
the other nations providing forces. The 
process has gone smoothly, and we’ve now 
moved what amounts to a medium-sized 
American city completely capable of sus- 
taining itself all the way over to the Middle 
East. 

And the Secretary reports that the men 
and women in the Armed Forces have per- 
formed with extraordinary ability, their 
morale is high, and they’ve accepted the 
challenge of their mission with extraordi- 
nary dedication to duty. And I’m very 
proud of each and every single one of 
them, and I want them to know that the 
American people are behind them 100 per- 
cent, supporting them strongly. 

And it’s also crucial that everyone under- 
stand that we are not in this alone. We 
stand shoulder to shoulder right there in 
the Middle East with the Armed Forces of 
22 other nations from the Middle East, 
from Europe, and around the world. 

Secretary Dick Cheney reports an im- 
pressive alliance of multinational forces that 
stands behind the United Nations resolve 
that Iraq completely and unconditionally 
withdraw from Kuwait with the restoration 
of the legitimate government in that coun- 


try. The United Nations has provided enor- 
mous leadership to the whole world com- 
munity in pursuing this objective and 
voting the sanctions necessary to carrying it 
out. And let’s be clear: As the deployment 
of the forces of the many nations shows and 
as the votes in the United Nations show, 
this is not a matter between Iraq and the 
United States of America; it is between Iraq 
and the entire world community, Arab and 
non-Arab alike. All the nations of the world 
lined up to oppose aggression. 

And as our forces continue to arrive, they 
can look forward to the support of the 
finest Reserve components in the world. 
We are activating those special categories of 
reservists that are essential to completing 
our mission. The United States considers its 
Reserve forces to be an integral part of the 
total military command. These essential 
personnel will soon be joining the cohesive 
organization required to support the mili- 
tary operations in and around the Arabian 
Peninsula, and I have the highest confi- 
dence in their ability to augment the Active 
forces in this operation. 

We continue to pursue our objectives 
with absolute determination. I might add 
that I talked to the four leaders of Congress 
today, and I am very pleased that they are 
giving us the strong support they have 
been—the Speaker, Senator Mitchell [ma- 
jority leader], Senator Dole [minority 
leader], Congressman Michel [Republican 
leader]. And the world simply cannot 
waiver in its opposition to the threat that 
Iraq has placed on the doorstep of all na- 
tions who cherish freedom and the rule of 
law. 

Now what I plan to do is take some ques- 
tions, and then I know you'll have more 
questions for Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell. And then the discussions that we’ve 
had with these two gentlemen and with 
Secretary Eagleburger and General Scow- 
croft, our Chief of Staff, and Bob Gates will 
continue for a little while this afternoon 
before they return to Washington. 

But, Dick, I am very grateful to you for 
your successful mission. And, both to you 
and Colin, my sincere thanks for the superb 
leadership you are giving the United States 
military, the superb leadership you are 
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showing in working with other countries as 
we pursue these high moral objectives. 
Soviet Military Advisers in Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, the Soviets have voted 
with us in the Security Council for the eco- 
nomic sanctions, but we learned today that 
they have 193 military advisers still advising 
the Iraqi army on how to use Soviet-built 
weapons against the allied forces. Do you 
call upon them to pull those people out? 

The President. Frankly, I'd like to see 
Iraq do what is civilized and permit for- 
eigners who want to leave, leave. But I’m 
not going to comment on that because I 
don’t have this information that you’re tell- 
ing me about. Maybe Dick Cheney can 
comment on it later. 

Q. Can I just follow, sir? 

The President. Yes. 

Soviet Cooperation 

Q. You’ve talked to at least a dozen world 
leaders right from here in the past week 
and a half. Have you called President Gor- 
bachev, and will you call President Gorba- 
chev for his help in the crisis? 

The President. Secretary [of State] Baker 
talked to Foreign Minister Shevardnadze 
less than 2 hours ago. And we are in close 
touch with the Soviets. At this point, I can 
say we are getting superb cooperation from 
the Soviets. There may be some differences. 
In fact, I think it’s fair to say we’ve been 
discussing some of them regarding the 
timing of certain further U.N. action. But I 
have no argument with the way in which 
they have cooperated, and I would expect 
that Secretary Cheney would agree on that 
point. 

Interdiction of Iraqi Shipping 

Q. Could ! follow on that, sir—talking 
about the U.N., the action that you would 
hope to have. The U.S. forces fired across 
the bow of a ship that then was allowed to 
continue on, is now in Yemen. Why did 
they not pursue that farther? Do you want 
to wait until you now have that U.N. au- 
thority? 

The President. Well, you know, we feel 
we have all the authority we need; and the 
world leaders I’ve talked to, particularly 
Francois Mitterrand [President of France] 
and Margaret Thatcher [Prime Minister of 
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the United Kingdom], agree that we have 
all the authority we need. We have been 
trying, and I think prudently so, to work 
with other countries around the world; and 
the more unanimity we get out of the 
United Nations, for example, the better. So, 
we're prepared to intercept shipping. But 
where I stand now is: I’m talking to my top 
advisers here and been on the phone to 
Secretary Baker a couple of times in the last 
2 hours, talking about should the United 
Nations—should we give the United Nations 
more time to take more productive action. 
And it has taken productive action, obvious- 
ly; the chapter VII was a significant step. 
So, I think we’ve made clear to the ship- 
ping that they can be stopped and that we 
have the forces to stop them right now. 
And I believe that General Powell would 
back me up on what I’ve just said. 

So, my question is: How much more 
United Nations action is required? And so, 
I’m going to continue the discussion, asking 
for the advice of my officials here. But at 
this juncture, I’m not prepared to say 
whether we’re going to insist on U.N. action 
before we go further. But I think the signal 
must go out to the world that many coun- 
tries are prepared to fully enforce these 
sanctions. And if there’s some U.N. action 
that will help, so much the better. 

Q. How long would you wait for that U.N. 
actionP 

The President. We haven’t made a deter- 
mination. I think the signal is out there, as 
we pursue certain vessels and clearly have 
the demonstrated ability to board these ves- 
sels, that we can do it. So, now the question 
is: How much more U.N. action benefits 
this idea of the world staying more closely 
together? And I might be prepared to give 
a little time, speaking just for the U.S.— 
we're only one country there, important 
one though it may be—in order to get more 
collective action. But on the other hand, I 
need more advice in terms of the logistics: 
where these ships are, what the signal 
would be if we go ahead and take action to 
stop them, which we could confidently do. 


Closing of Embassies in Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, despite demands from 
the Iraqis that the U.S. and other countries 
close their Embassies in Kuwait and remove 
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all their diplomatic personnel, the State De- 
partment announced today that the US. 
would not do that. Why have you decided 
to take that course of action, and how can 
you possibly enforce that? 

The President. Because the occupation of 
Iraq is illegal under international law, and 
other countries agree totally that we must 
not take the position that this illegal regime 
can shut down legitimate Embassies as a 
result of their aggression. That’s why. 

Q. But with Iraq in military control of 
Kuwait, how can you possibly hope to en- 
force that? 

The President. My view is let’s wait and 
see what happens. I don’t go into these hy- 
pothetical questions. I’d like to explain this 
because I know there’s a lot of them out 
there—as to what I might not or might do 
under certain circumstances. But here, I 
think most countries that I’m aware of, and 
I defer to Secretary Eagleburger, would 
agree that they will not go along with 
agreeing to this kind of affirmation of Iraq 
aggression, aggression that has been thor- 
oughly condemned by the United Nations. 


Foreign Nationals in Iraq and Kuwait 


Q. I'd like to ask, please, about your hos- 
tage policy. You were very firm the other 
day in warning Saddam [Saddam Hussein, 
President of Iraq] not to harm the Amer- 
icans. But I wonder: As Commander in 
Chief, sir, do you consider the U.S. has been 
provoked right now? 

The President. Consider what? 

Q. Has been provoked. Has the United 
States been provoked now by—— 

The President. 1 don’t think it’s a question 
of the United States; I think it’s a question 
of the world is being provoked by this ille- 
gal action—outrageous action. 

Q. Do you have a plan for getting them, 
sir? 

The President. 1 don’t discuss hypotheti- 
cal contingencies. But I would reiterate, it 
is a grave concern to all the countries 
whose leaders I’ve talked to. 

Q. Mr. President, will the United States 
give safe haven to our citizens in Kuwait 
and Iraq in the Embassies if—— 

The President. If citizens came to the 
Embassies seeking support and help, clearly 
we would do that. 


Reduction of U.S. Embassy Staff in 
Kuwait 


Q. Do you have plans to draw down the 
number of Americans in our Embassy in 
Kuwait? 

The President. I'd like to defer that ques- 
tion to Secretary Eagleburger when I con- 
tinue this. There has been talk of it. Indeed, 
I think we’re talking about taking down 
some personnel. But I'd like to ask him to 
be a little more definitive. 


Foreign Nationals in Iraq and Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, how constrained do you 
feel by the Americans trapped in Kuwait as 
you make your decisions? 

The President. 1 think any decisionmaker 
in the United States or in any of these coun- 
tries is concerned about the lives of inno- 
cent civilians, innocent people. And so, you 
weigh that very thoroughly against your ac- 
tions. Having said that, international law, in 
this case the chapter VII sanctions, must be 
enforced. 


Energy Conservation 


Q. Mr. President, you said last Wednes- 
day at the Pentagon that part of what we’re 
fighting for, or standing for, in the desert is 
our way of life. Part of our way of life is 
heavy usage of energy, much more so than 
any other industrialized country. We 
haven’t really heard you call upon Ameri- 
cans to conserve as part of this crisis. Will 
you do so now? 

The President. 1 call upon Americans to 
conserve. 


Q. You won’t elaborate? 

The President. No. I think we ought to 
conserve in times like this. On the other 
hand, we’re doing everything we can to 
guarantee that we don’t panic Americans 
and that there will be an adequate supply 
of hydrocarbons. But I think it is a good 
time to conserve. So, I’m glad you reminded 
me of that, and I would call upon Ameri- 
cans to conserve. And I think that doesn’t 
mean that life screeches to a halt. And, 
therefore, I would say that. But I also think 
that we’re going to be able to guarantee an 
adequate supply of petroleum. 
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Mobilization of U.S. Reserves 


Q. Mr. President, how many Reserves are 
going to be called up as a first step in the 
next few weeks? 

The President. 1 will defer that question 
to Secretary Cheney. 


Iraqi Statements 


Q. Mr. President, do you sense any frus- 
tration or even desperation in the recent 
statements we’ve been hearing out of Iraq? 

The President. | certainly sense a sense of 
isolation. I think the urgency in these state- 
ments and the high immoderate tone is due 
to worldwide isolation, and I think that’s 
very clear. And I think he’s trying to whip 
up support and make this Iraq versus the 
United States. Indeed, it is Iraq versus the 
rest of the world. I talked to leader after 
leader after leader—talked at length to 
Helmut Kohl [Chancellor of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany] today, and he’s been 
making just that point and will continue to 
make that point. But, yes, I think there is 
some of that feeling: that as they become 
isolated from their Arab brothers—and they 
are—and as they become isolated from tra- 
ditional trading partners—and they are— 
there is a sense of irrational urgency there. 

Q. How seriously do you take his public 
threats? 

The President. The United States won’t 
be threatened. 


Americans’ Personal Sacrifice 


Q. Mr. President, the other day you 
called on Americans for personal sacrifice, 
but you didn’t really elaborate. Were you 
talking about economic deprivation or were 
you perhaps—— 

The President. No, I was not particularly 
talking about economic deprivation. I’m 
thinking of families whose plans have been 
severely altered by this. I’m thinking more 
of that kind of thing when I made the state- 
ment. 

Q. Are you preparing Americans for the 
possibility of war and American deaths? 

The President. | think anytime you move 
American forces and anytime you are up 
against what most of the world now consid- 
ers to be an outrageous violator of interna- 
tional law that the best thing is to be pre- 
pared. 
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Yes, Charles [Charles Bierbauer, Cable 
News Network]? 


Deployment of U.S. Armed Forces 


Q. Mr. President, King Hussein today in 
Jordan suggested that perhaps you moved 
too precipitously, in his words, that if there 
had not been this buildup that we might 
not be in the situation we’re in and that 
Saddam Hussein might have withdrawn. 
Was there ever any signal, anything that 
was suggested that that might have been 
the case? 


The President. No. And the King regret- 
tably did not have much support in the 
Arab world for that position. You recall the 
vote at the Arab summit. He certainly had 
no support for that position in the United 
Nations and as the United Nations moved 
toward chapter VII. I would simply remind 
people who hear that allegation that it isn’t 
just the United States, it’s the rest of the 
world. 

But when we are invited by a friend to 
help defend it against aggression that has 
recently taken place and that threatens to 
take place again, we’re going to respond. 
And that’s a good signal to send to friends 
around the world. And I might say the re- 
quest for support was not taken without 
reason. The Saudis were very much con- 
cerned. And let me just recite the history 
for the American people here. 

Saddam Hussein had said, “We’re with- 
drawing.” I believe it was on a Sunday. And 
they had a picture of one truck, people 
frantically waving goodbye to the beloved 
brothers in Kuwait as they went north. And 
at the same time, there was truckload after 
truckload of armor and mechanized equip- 
ment moving south. Now, we’re not dumb 
when we see that, nor are the Saudis, nor 
are the other countries that are rejoicing, as 
Dick Cheney will tell you, in the fact that 
we moved. But I think it’s important to 
keep reminding people of why the Saudis 
felt threatened and probably today still feel 
threatened. 

Q. If I could follow up, sir—— 


The President. Let Charles follow up, and 
I'll be right over, Ann [Ann Devroy, Wash- 
ington Post]. 
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Arms for Saudi Arabia 


Q. ——just to get another sense of the 
enormity of this buildup. The reports have 
come during the Secretary’s visit that the 
Saudis wanted—and we're preparing to 
send them—the most advanced fighter, the 
F-L5E. Is that, in fact, the case? And isn’t 
there a political problern with that? 

The President. I will let Secretary Cheney 
address himself to it. But the Saudis have 
been threatened; a neighboring country has 
been aggressed against. International law 
has condemned it. We should do all we can 
to help the Saudis arm themselves against 
aggression. So, he can talk about 15E’s or 
some other weapon system; I want to do 
everything I can. And I hope there would 
be no political problem because the world 
clearly sees that the Saudis have been 
strongly threatened, Charles. 

Diplomatic Activity 

Q. Prince Bandar [Saudi Ambassador to 
the United States] is on his way into 
Moscow. King Hussein says he’s going back 
to Baghdad. Is there a new stage of diplo- 
macy that’s beginning now? 

The President. There’s a lot of activity, 
Ann, going on, a lot of diplomatic activity. 
I’m continuing to conduct a good deal of it; 
Secretary Baker is. I mentioned his recent 
call with Shevardnadze. Other countries are 
reaching out to friends, trying to be sure 
that we all stay together in this; and indeed, 
the Japanese, I might say, have a very big 
diplomatic initiative going now. And I must 
say once again that I think Prime Minister 
Kaifu’s [of Japan] willingness to help some 
of these countries that might be victimized 
by a full enactment of the sanctions is very 
good. The Turks, as I’ve told you, have 
been heavily involved. I talked to Mr. Mit- 
sotakis [Prime Minister] in Greece today, 
who have been cooperative. So, there’s an 
awful lot of diplomatic activity behind the 
scenes. 

Q. And does it help to have King Hussein 
going back to Baghdad? 

The President. 1 have no feelings about 
that. I—— 

Q. ——a message? 

The President. No, there was no message 
or anything of that nature. As you remem- 
ber, there was a lot of speculation that the 
King was coming here bearing a message, 


and I can tell you unequivocally there was 
no request on my part for a message to go 
back—other than one: our determination to 
stay joined up with others to see that this 
aggression is reversed and that the rightful 
rulers of Kuwait are returned. 

Yes, Jim [Jim Miklaszewski, NBC News]? 


Press Coverage 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned concern 
for the families here in the United States a 
few minutes ago. Traditionally, those fami- 
lies have been able to rely on open press 
coverage of young men and women who 
are sent into the breach, such as they’ve 
been now. Despite their earlier hospitality, 
the Saudis are now restricting press cover- 
age and are saying that they will probably 
order foreign press out of that country, per- 
haps by the end of this week. Is there any- 
thing you can do to ensure that Americans 
will have free, complete, and open press 
coverage of their young men and women 
abroadP 

The President. We are the guests of Saudi 
Arabia, in their country. I think Dick can 
address himself to that question because it 
has been discussed. And the more coverage 
the better, as far as we’re concerned. How- 
ever, when people travel to countries like 
Iraq and countries of that nature, I hope 
the press coverage will be totally objective, 
just as it is right here in this marvelous 
setting. 

Q. Are you saying then that we’re at the 
total mercy of Saudi Arabia, that there’s 
nothing we can do to ensure—— 

The President. No, I’m not saying that. 
I’m saying I'll let the Secretary address him- 
self to this question. 

Q. Has the coverage not been—— 

The President. I''m saying I hope the 
same tough questions are asked in every 
country as they are in this country. And I’m 
speaking of Iraq particularly. 

Q. Are you saying they were not? 

Q. Is that a criticism of the press cover- 
age, Mr. President? 

The President. No, that’s not criticism, 
Jim. I’ve learned long ago that you’ve got 
the loudest mike, and I just am standing 
here. So, I’m not criticizing. Don’t be so 
sensitive about it. [Laughter] 

Q. How was the coverage? 
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The President. The American people 
know what the American people see. And 
so, all I’m simply saying is: Don’t be sensi- 
tive. It’s not a criticism; it is an objective 
statement. 


Shipments to Iraq Through Jordan 

Q. Mr. President, why is Iraq still being 
allowed to receive supplies through Jordan? 

The President. I’m not sure they are, and 
I hope they’re not. And very little is going 
into the Gulf of Aqaba these days—don’t be 
sensitive—and so it is a question, though, 
that if it is going in it clearly violates not 
only the sanctions but what King Hussein 
told me. 

Q. Is it your understanding that it’s been 
stopped? I mean, many of our colleagues at 
the border say-—— 

The President. Yes, there’s a difference of 
view on it. And I’m not sure I know the 
total facts on that because we were discuss- 
ing it a few minutes ago. 

Yeah, Mike [Michael Gelb, Reuters]? 


Deployment of U.S. Armed Forces 


Q. Mr. President, when you made the an- 
nouncement that you were sending U.S. 
troops to Saudi Arabia, you said their mis- 
sion was not to kick the Iraqis out of 
Kuwait. Do you still rule out the use of U.S. 
military force to evict the Iraqis? 

The President. I don’t rule in or rule out 
the use of military force. And I learned long 
ago not to tie oneself down by stating what 
I will or will not do in that regard. 

These two last, and then I'll go peaceful- 
ly, Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secre- 
tary to the President]. One and two. 


Iraqi Statements 

Q. Mr. President, we asked you last week 
if you saw any hope of a diplomatic solu- 
tion. You said, “I don’t see it right now.” Do 
these statements from Baghdad that they 
are willing to put their cards on the table 
increase the hopes there will be a diplomat- 
ic solution? 

The President. If they’re willing to put all 
their cards on the table, that’s good. I didn’t 
hear that; but if they’re willing to put them 
all out there, including complying with 
international law, that would be good. And 
in terms of readiness to talk, we’ve got a 
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very able person there in Baghdad who is 
prepared to talk. And they came in the 
other day and said they’d like to talk. Well, 
there he is, available to talk. But please, 
don’t tell us that they’re going to talk with 
conditions that are unacceptable under 
international law, because that is not the 
way it would work. And the world commu- 
nity has made a strong statement, a very 
strong statement, and I don’t sense any 
view in the world community that it’s going 
to back away from that statement. And that 
statement included removal of Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait and the restoration of the 
rulers. 


Yeah, Charles? Last one. 


Energy Conservation 


Q. Mr. President, somebody’s got to ask 
the tough question. You’ve talked about 
conservation. Does that include Fidelity? 


The President. 'm going to keep using 
my boat, and I hope the rest of America 
will prudently recreate. I don’t think we’ve 
reached the point where I want to call on 
everybody in the recreation industry to 
shut it down or everybody that’s taking a 
vacation in America to shut it down. So, it’s 
not a tough question; it’s a very fair ques- 
tion. And I would simply say that there’s a 
lot of industry, a lot of people that have 
been looking forward to vacations in this 
country; and I would not suggest that the 
situation at home requires they stay at 
home now or that they don’t use their rec- 
reational facilities. 

Q. We're not in any energy-—— 

The President. No, now, we are not. 


Americans in Iraqi Custody 


Q. In what condition are those 54 missing 
Americans? Have you been told? And is the 
number still 54? 


The President. 1 can’t answer the ques- 
tion about the condition. Maybe Larry can 
expand on this later on. He says we don’t 
know. 


Thank you all very much. And now I will 
turn it over, again with a vote of thanks, to 
Dick Cheney and to Colin, who are doing a 
superb job, and to both of whom the Ameri- 
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can people owe a strong vote of thanks, and 
people around the world, too. 
It’s all yours. Good luck. 


Note: The President’s 58th news conference 
began at 2:07 p.m. at his home in Kenne- 
bunkport, ME. In his opening remarks, he 
referred to Secretary of Defense Richard B. 
Cheney; Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA, Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence S. Eagleburger; 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs; John H. 
Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President; 
and Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy for National Security Af- 
fairs. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the United States Commercial Space 
Launch Policy 


August 22, 1990 


The United States seeks a free and fair 
international commercial space launch 
market to further the use of outer space for 
the betterment of manki.d. At the same 
time, because space launch technologies 
have significant military applications, im- 
portant U.S. national security considerations 
must be addressed by our commercial space 
launch policy. 

Over the past several weeks, the Presi- 
dent has had detailed discussions with the 
Vice President and other senior advisers on 
U.S. commercial space launch policy devel- 
oped by the National Space Council. The 
President has authorized the Secretary of 
State [James A. Baker III] to approve a li- 
cense application for participation by a US. 
firm in Australia’s Cape York space launch 
project, provided certain agreements neces- 
sary to ensure U.S. national security inter- 
ests are reached. 

Specifically, the U.S. will seek agreements 
to ensure that: 

(1) The U.S.S.R. will provide launch serv- 
ices (boosters, equipment, technology, 
or training) only from Cape York or any 
other single location, 

(2) The U.S.S.R. and Australia will observe 
the Missile Technology Control 
Regime, and 


(3) U.S. regulations on technology transfer 
to the Soviet Union will be observed. 
The United States hopes and expects that 
these agreements can be concluded quickly 
so that the license can be granted. To 
permit continued U.S. participation, the 
United States in the coming months will 
also be seeking agreements to ensure free 
and fair trade in the international commer- 
cial space launch market. Details of the U.S. 
commercial space launch policy will be an- 
nounced in the near future. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate 
Transmitting an Alternate Federal 
Civilian Pay Plan 


August 24, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Under the Federal Pay Comparability Act 
of 1970, the President is required to make a 
decision each year on what, if any, pay ad- 
justment should be provided for Federal 
employees under the General Schedule and 
the related statutory pay systems. 

My pay advisors have reported to me that 
the following increases in pay rates, to be 
effective in October 1990, would be re- 
quired under existing procedures to raise 
Federal pay rates to comparability with pri- 
vate sector pay rates for the same levels of 
work: 





Percent 
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However, the law also empowers me to 
prepare and transmit to the Congress an 
alternative plan for the pay adjustment if I 
consider such an alternative plan appropri- 
ate because of “national emergency or eco- 
nomic conditions affecting the general wel- 
fare.” 

Pay raises of this magnitude are clearly 
unacceptable. They would be detrimental 
to our efforts to set Government spending 
at levels that promote noninflationary 
growth. Further, if a fully responsible defi- 
cit reduction program is not enacted by the 
Congress, we will face a massive across-the- 
board cut in Federal spending that will ad- 
versely affect almost every Federal pro- 
gram. Excessive Federal pay raises would 
only exacerbate these effects. 

Accordingly, upon consideration of the 
reports of my Pay Agent and the Advisory 
Committee on Federal Pay, I have deter- 
mined that the fiscal year 1991 Federal ci- 
vilian pay raise will be made in accordance 
with the following alternative plan: 


In accordance with section 5305(c)\1) 
of title 5, United States Code, the pay 
rates of the General Schedule and the 
related statutory pay schedules shall be 
increased by an overall percentage of 
3.5 percent for each schedule, with 
such increase to become effective on 
the first day of the first applicable pay 
period beginning on or after January 1, 
1991. 


Accompanying this report and made a 
part hereof are the pay schedules that will 
result from this alternative plan. I am also 
including, as required by section 5382(c) of 
title 5, United States Code, the rates of 
basic pay for the Senior Executive Service 
that will take effect at the same time, as- 
suming implementation of changes made to 
Executive Level pay by the Ethics Reform 
Act of 1989. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 
Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 


atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





August 17 


Right to Read of Weld County, Inc., of Greeley, 
CO. Since 1976 Right to Read has provided 
one-to-one tutoring to those who want to im- 
prove their literacy skills. Community mem- 
bers tutor those who are 16 years old or older 
in reading, writing, math, GED preparation, 
job skills development, and English as a second 
language. 


August 18 


John L. Oliver, of Midland, TX. Mr. Oliver has 
been a volunteer for the West Texas Children’s 
Home for almost 2 years. Every Friday, he 
drives 70 miles to the home, where he tutors 
the young people in mathematics. 


August 20 


Rosemont Center, of Columbus, OH. Rosemont is 
a residential counseling center, day-care 
center, and school that serves adolescents who 
suffer from emotional distress. More than 300 
volunteers provide emotional counseling and 
job and independent-living skills training. 


August 21 


Community Service Project, of Rockland, ME. 
The project matches volunteers, ages 12 to 18, 
with elderly and disabled individuals who are 
in need of home maintenance assistance. About 
100 young volunteers care for over 135 people 
in need each year. The youth perform tasks 
which range from making home repairs and 
building wheelchair ramps to shopping for gro- 
ceries and caring for gardens. In addition to 
the supervised work schedule, the volunteers 
are offered apprenticeships with local business- 
es; educational field trips; and workshops on 
subjects such as CPR, first aid, and job skills 
development. 


August 22 


Clare Allen, of Nashville, TN. For the last 2 
years, Ms. Allen has tirelessly volunteered at 
the Harris-Hillman School, daily assisting dis- 
abled children with physical therapy, academ- 
ics, and independent-living skills. 





August 23 


William Smith, of Donora, PA. Mr. Smith’s 
neighbor Peggy Cermack is a 36-year-old di- 
vorced mother of two daughters who supports 
her children on a fixed income. Mr. Smith did 
not look the other way when his neighbor’s 
suffering became apparent. For the last 7 
years, he has provided the Cermack family 
with food, clothing, school supplies, and trans- 
portation. With his help, Ms. Cermack is now a 
paralegal student trying to put her life back 
together. 


August 24 


What About Remembering Me, Inc., of Fort 
Worth, TX. What About Remembering Me, 
known as the WARM Place, offers comfort and 
care to children who have lost someone close 
to them to death. This effort serves children 
ages 3-18 and their parents, offering them on- 
going support throughout the mourning proc- 
ess. More than 200 volunteers, including psy- 
chiatrists, nurses, and counselors, teach classes 
and lead support groups, as well as train other 
volunteers. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 18 

In the morning, the President met aboard 
the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Monomoy off 
the coast of Maine with Robert M. Gates, 
Assistant to the President and Deputy for 
National Security Affairs, and Andrew H. 
Card, Jr., Assistant to the President and 
Deputy to the Chief of Staff, for a briefing 
on national security issues. 

Later, aboard his boat Fidelity, the Presi- 
dent had a telephone conversation with 
Robert M. Gates, Assistant to the President 
and Deputy for National Security Affairs, to 
discuss the Iraqi statement regarding its 
treatment of foreign nationals. 


August 19 
In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House, where he met with 
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national security advisers to discuss the Per- 
sian Gulf crisis. 


August 20 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—advisers, to discuss the Federal budget 

negotiations; 

—Deputy Secretary of Energy W. Henson 
Moore, to discuss the Persian Gulf crisis 
and U.S. energy reserves. 

In the morning, the President telephoned 
President Turgut Ozal of Turkey and Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher of the United 
Kingdom to discuss the Persian Gulf crisis. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Robert A. Estrada, of Texas, to be a 
member of the Student Loan Marketing As- 
sociation. He would succeed Irby Clifford 
Simpkins, Jr. Currently Mr. Estrada serves 
as chairman of the board of Estrada Securi- 
ties, Inc., in Dallas, TX. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Commission on 
White House Fellowships: 


Constance Berry Newman, of Maryland. She 
would succeed Constance Horner. Since 1989 
Ms. Newman has served as Director of the 
Office of Personnel Management. 

Sophocles A. Hero, of Virginia. He would succeed 
William Milton Smith. Mr. Hero most recently 
served as an attorney specializing in interna- 
tional affairs in the Office of the General Coun- 
sel at the Department of Defense, 1959-1980. 


August 21 

In the morning, the President met at his 
home in Kennebunkport, ME, with Robert 
M. Gates, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy for National Security Affairs, and 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy to the Chief of Staff, for a 
briefing on domestic issues. 

The President telephoned Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, to discuss the Persian Gulf 
crisis and the mobilization of U.S. Reserves, 
and Thomas R. Pickering, U.S. Representa- 
tive to the United Nations, to discuss the 
U.N. deliberations on the economic sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Woodlands Country Club in Fal- 
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mouth, ME, to participate in Gov. John 
McKernan’s 1990 Golf Classic. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Kennebunkport, ME. 


August 23 

In the morning, the President met at his 
home in Kennebunkport, ME, with Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs, and Andrew H. 
Card, Jr., Assistant to the President and 
Deputy to the Chief of Staff, for a briefing 
on domestic and national security issues. 


Later in the morning, the President had 
telephone conversations with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Prime Minister Robert 
Hawke of Australia regarding the Persian 
Gulf crisis. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
fundraising dinner in Kennebunkport, ME, 
for Gov. Judd Gregg of New Hampshire 
and congressional candidate David Emery. 


August 24 

The President met at his home in Kenne- 
bunkport, ME, with Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Nicholas F. Brady; Richard G. Darman, 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget; John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to 
the President; and Andrew H. Card, Jr., As- 
sistant to the President and Deputy to the 
Chief of Staff, to discuss the Federal budget 
negotiations. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted 
to the Senate during the period covered 
by this issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released August 20 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Party fundraising 
luncheon in North Kingstown, RI 


Released August 22 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the Persian Gulf crisis—by 
Secretary of Defense Richard B. Cheney 
and Gen. Colin L. Powell, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 18 


H.R. 498 / Public Law 101-379 
Indian Law Enforcement Reform Act 


H.R. 1465 / Public Law 101-380 
Oil Pollution Act of 1990 


S. 2240 / Public Law 101-381 
Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Re- 
sources Emergency Act of 1990 


Approved August 20 


H.R. 1594 / Public Law 101-382 
Customs and Trade Act of 1990 
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